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Mountain Life and Work 

In these times of economic 
crisis it is surprising that so 
many people were willing to 
share their resources with 
ASFC and Appalachia.  2009 
set new bench marks for our 
programs and modest camp.  
Volunteers poured into Sum-
mers and Mercer Counties to 
give of their time and talents 
to help many families in need 
with their home repairs and 
maintenance.  They helped 
out the Folklife Center too, by 
providing some much needed 
repairs and improvements to 
the centerôs facilities.  Center 
Director, Shelli Osborne, 
noted that the Center often 
ignores their repair needs in 
order to maximize the contri-
butions they can give the sur-
rounding communities. It is 
super special when the volun-
teers and community mem-
bers recognize the needs of the 
center and pitch in to help us.  
As one volunteer put it, ñ the 
programs that help so many 
families in need cannot go on 
without the center being 
here.ò  He has committed 
many hours to ASFC, replac-
ing electric boxes, plumbing 
the Centerôs Dining Hall and 
coordinating another group to 
replace the failing roof on the 
tool shed. 

 

Another group organized a 
children's book drive at their 

church and showed up with 
over 2500 books.  Upon step-
ping into the Centerôs small 
library it became apparent 
that it needed some TLC.  So 
the ladies of the church 
jumped in with scrub brushes, 
positive attitudes and needle 
and thread to enhance the use 
of the library.  They also re-
placed our admittedly dusty, 
very well worn books with 
fresh titles that have been a 
hit with all the children.   Two 
other groups helped rehabili-
tate the Chapel which had 
also fallen into disrepair by 
replacing the siding and the 
pulpit.  Yet another group of 
faithful folks added screen 
doors to the Dining Hall 
along with many other count-
less improvements to our 
camp.   

 

Two of the Centerôs other 
buildings received fresh coats 
of paint and other small im-
provements.  

  

In addition to the volunteerôs 
who visited here this summer, 
the centerôs crew leaders lent 

valuable advice and their tech-
nical expertise to make things 
easier and operate more effi-
ciently.  They go over and 
above what is expected of 
them time and time again to 
help out the place and pro-
grams that they enjoy.   

 

We also received two impor-
tant community development 
grants from Summers County 
that has funded driveway re-
pairs and electrical upgrades.  
A third grant will enable us to 
a fence around our play-
ground, fix the poor little play 
house and purchase tables for 
our Learning Day Camp Pro-
gram to increase usable space 
and replace the surplus desks 
acquired back in the 70ôs.   

 

All these things and so many 
other blessings give the center 
a new light and will allow it to 
shine for at least another 45 
years. 

2009 Marks a New High for The Folklife Center 

 Impacts of ASFCõs Services and Pro-

grams in 2009 

¶ 20 families  

¶ 50 children  

¶ 2000 festival goers 

¶ 147 volunteers to other organizations 

¶ 43 Artists 

¶ 4 nonprofit organizations 

¶ 500 students 

¶ 100000 +tourism dollars to So. WV  
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Donors 2009 

Aka Folk (life) heroes  

John Paterno 

Nancy Aldridge 

Jerry McKinney 

St. Paul's UCC of Birdsboro 

St. Matthews Church 

Mary Ellen Griffith 

Sharon Crump 

Pete Barlow 

Wilbur Hess 

Marci Gurton 

Alice Smith 

Notre Dame HS 

Loyola Academy 

Wayne Justice 

Tim Mainland 

Mountain Justice Summer 

Our friends at the RiffRaff 
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When a ruthless person began 
burning houses in 2007 in 
Hinton he thought he was just 
burning abandoned buildings.  
That was not so in the case of 
at least 2 houses.  One family 
had just purchased a house 
and been installing new ceil-
ings and walls with all they 
could scrape up from their 
small monthly icomes. Unfor-
tunately, their dreams of 
home ownership were seem-
ingly over after a fire ripped 
through the back porch and 
up the back two story wall.  
Although the fire was con-
tained to the back section of 
the house the large wooden 
structure had to be soaked 
through to make sure it did 
not reignite.  This brought 
down all of the new ceilings 
the family had put in as well 

as ruined most of the interior.  
When the ASFC staff arrived 
the home was full of belong-
ings with only a  footpath 
leading from room to room.  
Some of the items were sal-
vageable but much of it had 
been water and smoke dam-
aged.  It overwhelmed the 
homeowner who had no 
where to store the belongings 
and limited resources to dis-
pose of the trash.  With the 
help from long time volun-
teers coming 
from Chicago, we 
were able to or-
ganize and throw 
away enough stuff 
so the home own-
ers could once 
again begin re-
building the 
home of their 

dreams.  In August another 
team of 40 came with trucks 
of furniture, kitchen cabinets 
and many other items to en-
able this family to get the 
house to a point where they 
could move in.  The group 
from Ohio spent long hours 
completely refinishing the 
kitchen and bathroom as well 
as replacing wallboard and 
ceilings to keep out the cold.  
The groups leader said it was 
all worth it to see the family 

get back home 
and out of the 
rundown rental 
they had been 
living in since 
the senseless 
tragedy oc-
curred last year.    

Other items the Center and 
surrounding communities 
need are household items 
such as; cleaning supplies, 
curtains, dish towels, twin 
sheets, rugs, shower curtains, 
furniture, batteries, fire extin-
guishers, office supplies, a 
digital tv, lawn care equip-
ment, food storage containers,  

Cleaning out your garage or 
storage shed? Why not donate 
your extra hardware or tools 
to our home repair program?  
Every nail, hammer, power 
tool, plumbing fitting, etc., 
helps us help families in des-
perate need of home repairs 
and maintenance.  For more 
information just give us a call.  

picnic tables, lamps, light 
bulbs or insulation.  Any 
items appreciated. 

 

two hardworking people had 
started roofing and wiring it.  
Their funds ran dry and their 
dreams had been put on hold.  
With the help from several 
groups this summer we put 
back all the walls, installed 
plumbing, replaced the 
kitchen  and created space for 
both the children to have 
their own rooms.  It was a lot 
of work but the dedicated 

volunteers from 3 separate 
churches came through and 
finished the needed repairs 
just in time.  The homeowner 
was thankful because she had 
been seeing increased suspi-
cious activity at the apartment 
complex they were living in 
and another child had been 
hit by a car in the parking lot. 

In another of our home repair 
successes we were able to 
transform one woman's dream 
into a reality.  She, her hus-
band and two small children 
had been living in public 
housing for several years want-
ing to fix up her grandmoth-
ers house so she could raise 
her children in a more rural 
setting.  The home was noth-
ing short of a shell but these 

Folklife Center Board and 

Staff for 2009 

Jim Campbell, President 

Lori McKinneyï 

Blankenship, V. President 

Sharon Crump, Treasurer 

Tim Mainland, Secretary 

Board Members:  

Jim Gill 

Robert Blankenship 

Bill Griffith 

Mary Ellen Griffith 

 

Shelli Osborne, Executive 

Director 

Jeanette  Justice, Learning 

Day Camp Director 

Mark Shrewsbury, Crew 

Leader 

Robert  McMillon, Crew 

Leader 

Sarah Justice, Teacher 

Nancy Aldridge, Activities 

Coordinator 

Jean Hannah Davis, 

Teacher 

Ashleigh Gill 

Intern 

 

Families Home Place Becomes Home Again 

Arson Victims Return Home 
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The Centerôs open spaces, 
newly designed stages and 
plenty of camping lend them-
selves as a perfect place to 
relax and enjoy or play live 
music.  This year in conjunc-
tion with many area organiza-
tions and individuals, there 
was music to be heard coming 
from the hilltops all year long.  
The music starts each Spring 
during Llynium Entertain-
ments and the Folklife Cen-
terôs joint Earth Day Celebra-
tion.  People from all the sur-
rounding counties came to-
gether to hear great tunes 
from local bands all with the 
goal of celebrating the Earth 
in which we all share.  In be-
tween sets there was a panel 
discussion of issues affecting 
our environment with many 
noted locals including Pete 
Sternloff and Mary Ellen Grif-

fith.  They offered their views 
of what the natural beauty of 
our designated four seasons 
country means to them and 
our local economy.  Next 
starts our weekly cul-
tural presentations 
offering our guests a 
chance to hear local 
ballads, stories and 
traditional music with 
John and Donna 
Wyatt performing 
together each week.  
During the late spring 
and all throughout the 
summer, Option 22 
held open mic nights 
where participants had a 
chance to perform in a coffee 
house type setting enveloped 
in the kind gentle spirit of the 
folks that make up the Riff-
Raff Arts Collective.  Late 
Summer begins what has been 

termed ófestival Seasonô start-
ing with the Centerôs own 
Mountain Music Celebration 
featuring Tim and Maggie, 
Treasure Maple, Option 22 

and The Pers-
ingerôs.  Septem-
ber rocks on with 
Llyniumôs Cul-
turefest featuring 
multicultural en-
tertainment, arts 
and food  from 
around the world 
and continued 
well into the Fall  
with the addition 
of the Nature 

Spirituality Allianceôs  Festival 
which seeks to bring aware-
ness of all the Earth based 
religions.  Check out the web-
site for 2010 dates. 

people from Summers High 
School and Concord wrote, 

The Summers County Theater 
group led by Ashleigh Gill 
held a wonderful musical 
modern day Romeo and Juliet 
on the centers Main Stage.  A 
small crowd gathered around 
to hear astounding music and 
see lots of action when the 
young couples struggles in life 
caused a very similar outcome 
to the historical play by Wil-
liam Shakespeare.  Young   

directed, and cast the two 
hour long play that was inter-
spersed with great original 
music.  Ashleigh Gill who is 
also the Centers intern 
through the Bonner program 
at  Concord University, di-
rected and spent countless 
hours getting every thing to-
gether for the performance 
that also was performed at 
Hinton's Memorial Building.   

The Hills Are Alive With the Sound of Music... 

A Thorn By Any Other Name 

character portrayals.  It offers 
audience members a chance to 
learn about people who had 
an impact on history particu-
larly in Appalachia.  One at-
tendee stated that at times she 
was almost transported back 
to the 1800ôs as Bundy talked 
in character about Mr. Wash-
ingtons colorful life. 

Attendees were entertained 
and educated when Booker T. 
Washington,  portrayed by 
Bluefield native  Joseph 
Bundy visited us one Sunday 
afternoon.  Through the West 
Virginia Humanities Coun-
cilôs program, History Alive, 
community organizations can 
have one of many different 

 

Booker T. Washington Visits one Sunday Afternoon 

4 Weddings and an Activist 
Camp 

 

 ASFC had the special opportu-
nity to play host to 5 couples 

throughout the year during one 
of their most memorable mo-
ments.  ASFC provided a per-
fect backdrop to surround the 
couples with some  of the natu-

ral beauty of standing on a 
mountaintop exchanging vows.   

 

Keeping our mountains safe is 
the main goal of  Mountain 

Justice Summer.  Each year they 
hold an annual camp to  rein-
force and introduce peaceful 

protest tactics and this year they 
chose us as their camp site. 

 

Diversity=life 



 

P. O. Box 10 

APPALACHIAN  SOUTH  
FOLKLIFE  CENTER 

YES!  I would like to donate 
to ASFC so we can keep 
Donôs dream alive and give 
Appalachianôs a better life. 

 

I can donate: 

 

___time 

___money $_______ 

___items________________
________________________

As you can see inside, ASFC 
has enjoyed many blessings 
throughout this year.  We 
could not have done it with-
out the support of people like 
you.  In addition to monetary 
contributions the many volun-
teers that come together for 
events, work days and other 
times when needed are the life 
blood of this organization.  If 
you would like to be part of 
ASFCôs volunteer team we 
would welcome your support.  
Even a few hours of your time 
each year makes a big differ-
ence in the lives of those less 
fortunate throughout Appala-
chia.   

Tax deductible contributions 
can be made to :  

Appalachian South Folklife 
Center 

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 

 

Name:__________________ 

Address:  ________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Email:___________________ 

Take a Peek Inside 

Phone: (304) 466-0626 
E-mail: the_folks@folklifecenter.org 

Nonprofit education organization 
dedicated to a mountain heritage of 
freedom and self-reliance; a peaceful 
place where people of all ages, races, 

faiths and origins can share community 
work and creativity. 

Www.folklifecenter.org  


